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Eve First Woman, Wife, Mother of All the Living  Created by God and the 

first sinner. -“Man” (Hebrew ish) says to the “Woman” (Hebrew isha) 

Two creation stories account in Genesis:  

The first story of creation: Genesis 1:1-31 and 2:1-4a. 

At some point in time there was only primal chaos, a vast abyss of confusion and 

disorder… Then out of this hellish void came kosmos: order, symmetry, nature: 

the Garden of Eden. Everything in its natural place, with the potential for a right 

and ordered world. 
 

The second story of creation: Genesis 2:4b-24 and 3:1-24: God planted a garden 

in Eden with every good thing. All was as it should be, ordered and calm.  

But God also created an independent and strong-minded woman who, like all humans, was both creative 

and destructive, clever and short-sighted. She was Eve, the first woman. 
 

Why two Creation Stories? CCC 109-119 

The Pentateuch: JEDP: Sources in the Pentateuch: The letters JEDP are a designation used by scholars 

to identify the component parts or sources that they understand were used to compile the first five books 

of the Old Testament. 
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Achtemeier, Paul J., ed. The HarperCollins Bible Dictionary. New York: HarperCollins, 1996. See article “Sources of the 
Pentateuch.”  

 The "J" source: In this source God's name is always presented as YHVH, which German scholars 

transliterated as Jahweh (the equivalent of the English transliteration Jehovah). 

 The "E" source: In this source God's name is always presented as Elohim (Hebrew for God, or 

Power) until the revelation of Gods name to Moses after which God is referred to as YHVH. 

 The "D" or "Dtr" source: The source that wrote the book of Deuteronomy, and the books of 

Joshua, Judges, I and II Samuel and I and II Kings. 

 The "P" source: The priestly material. Uses Elohim and El Shaddai as names of God. 
 

Eve First Woman, Wife, Mother of All the Living  Created by God and the first sinner. 
1. Her name is more of a verb than a noun 

The Catholic Encyclopedia explains that the name Eve “is connected etymologically with the verb 

meaning ‘to live’: ‘And Adam called the name of his wife Eve [hawwah]: because she was the mother of 

all the living.’ The Septuagint rendering in this passage is Zoe (=life, or life-giver).” 
 

2. Eve was created to be Adam’s equal in dignity 

the Catechism affirms, “Man and woman were made ‘for each other’ — not that God left them half-made 

and incomplete: he created them to be a communion of persons, in which each can be ‘helpmate’ to the 

other, for they are equal as persons (‘bone of my bones. . .’) and complementary as masculine and 

feminine” (CCC 372). 
 

3. She had at least three children (maybe more) 

Adam and Eve raised three children who are recorded in the Bible: Cain, Abel and Seth. However, the 

book of Genesis states, “The days of Adam after he became the father of Seth were eight hundred years; 

and he had other sons and daughters” (Genesis 5:4). 
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4. Eve is regarded as a “saint” in many Christian churches 

5. Her feast day is on December 24: The medieval church honored Adam and Eve on December 24, 

the day before the coming of the savior on Christmas. They put on “Paradise Plays,” where a tree was the 

central focus and later inspired the tradition of Christmas trees. 
 

Fathers of the Church: During the Middle Ages, St. Bernard of Clairvaux could claim in his sermons, 

without contradiction, that Eve was "the original cause of all evil, whose disgrace has come down to all 

other women." 
 

In the Vulgate, St. Jerome uses the word seducta to describe Eve's transgression clearly implying that she 

used her sex to tempt, or seduce, Adam into disobedience. 
 

The early Christian theologian Tertullian (c. 155/160-220 CE) reminded women that they all share Eve's 

"ignominy...of original sin and the odium of being the cause of the fall of the human race": 

Do you not believe that you are (each) an Eve? The sentence of God on this sex of yours 

lives on even in our times and so it is necessary that the guilt should live on, also. You are 

the one who opened the door to the Devil, you are the one who first plucked the fruit of 

the forbidden tree, you are the first who deserted the divine law; you are the one who 

persuaded him whom the Devil was not strong enough to attack. All too easily you 

destroyed the image of God, man. Because of your desert, that is, death, even the Son of 

God had to die. 
 

 Creation in Six days? : The Hebrew language uses fewer words than English, bringing greater 

ambiguity. For example, in Hebrew, "Earth" can mean land, ground, region, or country. 

The word "day" (which is "yom" in Hebrew) can mean: a 24-hour day, daytime, today, forever, 

continually, or an undetermined amount of time. So, the "sixth day" is actually an unknown length of time 

CCC 337 

2 Peter 3:8–9, “‘But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand 

years, and a thousand years are like a day.” 

Psalm 90:4, “A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the 

night.” 

Source: Catholic Encyclopedia: 
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Six Days Theory: “And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.” Genesis 1:5 (see also 

Genesis 1:8, 13, 19, 23, 31) 

“For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested 

on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” 

Exodus 20:11. 
 

The Church Fathers: Basil the Great (ad 329–379), in a series of sermons on the six days of creation, the 

Hexaëmeron, argued that the plain meaning was intended: the days were ordinary days; God’s 

commands instantaneously filled Earth with shrubbery, caused trees to shoot up and suddenly filled 

rivers with fish; that animals did not originally eat each other; that the sun was created after the earth 

 

 

 


