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Session IV: The Bible and the Sacraments 

David and Bathsheba, 2 Samuel 11-1 Kings 2, 

Bathsheba, the wife of David (reigned c. 1005–965 

b.c.e.) and the mother of Solomon (reigned c. 968–

928 b.c.e.) 
 Bathsheba’s name means “daughter of abundance,” 

“daughter of seven,” or “daughter of an oath.” 

 In Chronicles, Bathsheba’s story is missing, and her 

name is changed to Bathshua, which has been translated as 

“daughter of wealth,” “daughter of a cry for help,” or “daughter 

of error” (1Chr 3:5). 

 Bathsheba is an Israelite, but because she was married 

to Uriah the Hittite, some interpreters thought that she was also 

a foreigner. 

 Bathsheba is one of the four women mentioned in Jesus’ genealogy in Matthew, though she is not 

named but referred to as “the wife of Uriah the Hittite.(Mt. 1:6b)”  

 Because David “took” Bathsheba from Uriah, one of his punishments was that his wives would be 

“taken” by another and slept with out in the open; Absalom did this to David’s concubines (2Sam 

16:22). 

 Bathsheba’s grandfather Ahithophel was the advisor for David’s son Absalom, when Absalom 

attempted a coup on his father’s throne. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Verse: “Then David said to Nathan, ‘I have sinned against the Lord.’ Nathan replied, ‘The Lord has 

taken away your sin. You are not going to die.’” 2 Samuel 12:13b-- Psalm 51 
 

Nathan’s parable (vv. 1–4) has a number of elements that reflect the sin with Bathsheba: the rich man (for 

David); the poor man (Uriah); and the ewe (A female sheep) lamb (Bathsheba). Why didn’t Nathan simply 

confront David with his sin? 
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What is your opinion? Male-dominated cultures like Bathsheba’s and our own teach women that they are 

responsible for men’s lust. When someone who has power over us and whom we trust is manipulating us, even 

our ability to sort out right from wrong is confused. 

Reflection Questions: ➤ Where was Bathsheba when David saw her bathing? 2 Sam. 11:2 

 Do you think the fact that Bathsheba came to David when he sent for her suggests that she  desired to have sex 

with him? Why or why not? 

 If you were a common person living in a monarchy, would you have the right to refuse to do what the king 

asked of you? 

 How is Bathsheba portrayed in Nathan’s parable? 

  What does her portrayal suggest about her complicity in the affair? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rahab: Life Application: God can use any person for his own purpose. 

 God uses unexpected means to encourage his people. 

 Rahab (The prostitute) understood who God was and was willing to abandon all to become 

 a member of God's people. RAHAB was the Woman God Took From the Dunghill 

o Scripture References—Joshua 2:1, 3; 6:17-25; Matthew 1:5; Hebrews 11:31; James 2:25. 

o Name Meaning—The first part of Rahab—“Ra,” was the name of an Egyptian god. As an 

Amorite, Rahab belonged to an idolatrous people, and had a name meaning “insolence,” 

“fierceness,” or “broad,” “spaciousness.” 

o She was a liar.  

o Feared for her life and for God. She knew of God and His power. 

o She wanted to protect her family. 

o Willing to help others at great cost to herself. 

o Did not allow her past to keep her from the new role God had for her. 

o God knew her heart. 
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Sacrament of Baptism 
Why? Because is a mandate from the Lord: Before Jesus ascended into Heaven, He instructed His disciples, 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them all that I have commanded you; and behold, I am with you always, to the close of 

the age” (Mt 28:19-20). 

 

Baptism of Affusion: Pouring water over the head of the baptized. 

Baptism of Immersion: A method baptizing the whole person submerged in water (Infusion) 

Baptism of Blood: Martyrdom. The person is baptized by his or her death for and with Christ. 

Baptism of Desire: For those who strive to serve God as best they are able but die before having been baptized, 

their implicit desire to receive baptism-together with repentance of their sins and charity-assures them the 

salvation that they were not able to receive sacramentally. 

Baptism in the Scriptures:  

In the Gospels: Matthew 3:11-17; John 1:25-36; Luke 7:27-30; John 3:22-28 John 4:1-3; Matthew 28:19-20 

John’s Baptism and Pentecost: Acts 1:3-9 and 2:1-7; Acts 2:36-41 3 

Water and Spirit: Acts 10:37-48 and Acts 11:12-18; Acts 19:1-8 

Baptism and Salvation: Acts 16:14-15, Acts 16:30-33 

Infant Baptism: Acts 2:38-39 

 

Symbols of the Baptism:  

 Water – water represents cleansing 

 Oil – in ancient world, oil was used to anoint kings and queens to show they were set apart 

 White garment – Purity, means putting on Christ, similar to a bride 

 Candle – Christ is the light of the world and so we should be as well 

 

Effects of the Baptism: Forgiveness of original sin and all personal sins. 

- The baptized becomes a partaker of the divine nature 

- The baptized receives the gift of sanctifying grace, the grace of justification 

- Birth into the new life by which one becomes an adopted son or daughter of God the Father 

- Baptized becomes a partaker of the divine nature  

- Become a member of Jesus Christ and a co-heir with Him  and a temple of the Holy Spirit 

- Incorporation into the Mystical Body of Christ, the Church 

- Receive the theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity 

 

 

 

 


